
Sport Diplomacy



Ethiopia, 2007 Ukraine, 2008 China, 2011 South Africa, 2014, 2019, 2024 

Qatar, 2017 India, 2017 Kazakhstan, 2017 Sri Lanka, 2018

Togo, 2023 Ghana, 2023 Cambodia, 2024 G

South Africa, 2019                  Turkmenistan, 2019 UAE, 2020 Rwanda, 2023



The profession, activity, or skill of 

managing international relations, typically 

by a country’s representatives abroad. 

DIPLOMACY





“If the playing field can provide a stage for 
political grievance and conflict, certainly it can 
also facilitate cooperation and understanding. 
Sports are now free from the tensions and 

limitations of the Cold War, allowing them to 
play a new, positive role in international politics”

Goldberg, 2000, p. 69



Utilizes sport “to increase mutual understanding 
between the people of the U.S. and people of other 

countries by means of education and cultural exchanges.”





WHY?





Sports Diplomacy on a Higher Level

Grassroots Sports Diplomacy

Sports Diplomacy Events



The intentional use of sport, physical activity, 

and play to achieve specific social 

development goals, such as promoting health, 

education, gender equality, and peace.

Sport for Development









PLAYED!

Shared/taught

Listened/Learned





Carrie LeCrom, Executive Director, Center for Sport Leadership

cwlecrom@vcu.edu 804-828-6443

http://www.sportleadership.vcu.edu
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